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Disclaimer

This briefing is a product of the NATO Command and 

Control Centre of Excellence (C2COE).
a

It does not necessarily represent the opinions or 

policies of NATO. It is designed to provide an 

independent opinion.
a

This briefing has no classification and is therefore 

releasable using open sources!
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Centres of Excellence (COEs)



Overview
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23 accredited COEs
1 in accreditation process

As of 01 Jan 2017



COE General Principles

Á COE activities open to all Allies.

Á No cost to NATO.

Á No duplication or competition with 

existing NATO capabilities, but 

added value.

Á Conform to appropriate NATO 

procedures, doctrines and 

standards.

Á Clear relationships between 

Sponsoring Nations and Strategic 

Commands through Memorandum 

of Understanding (MOU) and 

Technical Arrangements (TA ).
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MCM 236 -3, dated 4 Dec 2003
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NATO C2COE in particular



NATO C2COE introduction
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Kromhout Barracks
Utrecht, the Netherlands



NATO C2COE History 
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Is C2 still important and relevant?

ÁWales Summit Declaration:

ÅC2 is one of the priorities in the NATO Defence Planning Package;

Å to be better prepared for current and future threats and 

challenges, NATO is looking to enhance and reinforce Command 

and Control capabilities;

Å to do this, C2 is preposition to the areas of concern.

ÁSACT/SACEUR vision and Focus Area C2

ÅC2 is 1 of 6 Focus Areas for NATO in order to maintain readiness 

and responsivenessé

ÅñNATOôs core capability is Command and Controlò
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What is C2?

ÁñNo single activity in war is more important than C2.

Á C2 by itself will not drive home a single attack against an enemy force. It 

will not destroy a single enemy target. It will not affect a single 

emergency resupply. Yet none of these essential warfighting activities, or 

any others, would be possible without effective command and control.

ÁWithout C2: campaigns, battles, and organized engagements are 

impossible, military units degenerate into mobs, and the 

subordination of military force to policy is replaced by random 

violence.

ÁWith C2: the countless activities a military force must perform gain 

purpose and direction. Done well, command and control adds to our 

strength. Done poorly, it invites disaster, even against a weaker enemy.  

Á In short: C2 is essential to all military operations and activities .ò
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Source: p 35, Marine Corps Doctrinal Publication # 6. Command and Control. 
Headquarters United States Marine Corps, Washington, D.C. 1996



NATO C2COE Focus
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Strategic Level:
national or multinational security objectives determined
by a nation or group of nations, and national resources

(includingmilitary) deployed to achieve them.

Operational Level:
campaigns and major operationsplanned,

conducted and sustained to accomplish strategic
objectiveswithin theatres or areas of operations.

Tactical Level:
activities, battles and engagements planned

and executed to accomplish military objectives
assigned to tactical formations and units.

Main Level of Interest
NATO C2COE

Doctrine and Policy Development

Information
& Knowledge 
Management

C2 Structures & 
Processes

Human Factors


